
Glen Rock Middle School  

7th GRADE SUMMER READING LIST  2018 

    

Dear Incoming 7th Grade Students, 

  

Welcome to English 7!  To prepare for the year ahead of sharing literature and participating in exciting 

literacy activities, we encourage you to read! Summer reading encourages a lifelong love of reading 

and keeps your mind active and ready to learn in September. Over the summer, please choose and 

read one fiction and one nonfiction book from the listed titles below, and complete a “Bookmate” for 

each, a series of questions to prepare for a conversation and a writing assignment at the start of the 

school year.  
 

       Choose and read one work of fiction:  

● Airborn,  Kenneth Oppel 

● Elsewhere ,  Gabrielle Zevin 

● Peak,  Roland Smith 

● The Warden’s Daughter,  Jerry Spinelli 

● When You Reach Me,  Rebecca Stead 

● The Red Badge of Courage , Stephen 

Crane 

             Choose and read one work of nonfiction: 

● A Night to Remember ,  Walter Lord 

● I am Malala,  Malala Yousafzai with Patricia 

McCormick (Young Readers Edition) 

● The Notorious Benedict Arnold: A True Story 

of Adventure, Heroism, & Treachery , Steve 

Sheinkin  

● Red Scarf Girl , Ji-Li Jiang 

● Shipwreck at the Bottom of the World, 

Jennifer Armstrong 

● Temple Grandin: How the Girl Who 

Loved Cows Embraced Autism and 

Changed  the World,  Sy Montgomery 

      Complete Bookmates: 
 

● Type or handwrite your answers in response to the Bookmate questions.  List your name, the title of 

each book, and their publishing information at the top of both of your documents.  

● The two Bookmates are due on Thursday, September 6, 2018, for a completion grade. 

● The purpose of your Bookmates is to prepare for a discussion and a writing assignment in September. 

  

Additional Reading Encouraged! 
 

In addition to these two required titles, we encourage you to read other books of your own choosing 

this summer. To find just the right book for you, talk to your friends, visit the Glen Rock Public Library,  

and explore these great websites:  Teenreads.com; teenink.com; goodreads.com; guysread.com. 

We look forward to meeting you and working with you. It’s going to be a great year! 

 

Happy reading! 
 

 Mrs. Limongelli and Mrs. Zaorski   
            limongellil@glenrocknj.org; zaorskim@glenrocknj.org   

   



Name____________________________________________________ Due: Thursday, September 6, 2018 

 

 Bookmate: FICTION TITLE 
  

      Directions: 
             Please complete the following information about the fiction book you have read. Be sure to write your responses 

             to questions 1-6 in complete sentences organized in paragraphs. Please neatly handwrite or type your response. 

  

At the top of your document, please include your nameList the following publication details for the book you 

have read: 

  

● Title 

● Author 

● Genre 

● Publisher  

● Copyright date  

● Number of pages  

● Price 

● ISBN # 

  

1.    Summarize the story (Concisely, in no more than a ten-sentence paragraph). 

  

2.    Choose an  important quote from the novel. Be sure to: 

● Cite the page number and who said it.  

● Interpret the quote: how is it meaningful?  Does it help to develop the plot? Does it  

                                           help us to come to know something important about a character?  

  

3.   Analyze and give an example of the author’s craft. What do you notice is special about the way in which 

the author wrote this story?  Possibilities might include  ( give examples for at LEAST THREE): 

 

●  Characterization 

● Setting 

● Plot 

● Point of view (written in first or third-person?), how this point of view  contributes to the story 

●  Use humor  

●  Strong visual imagery 

●  Interesting chapter titles 

●  Cliffhangers at the end of chapters?  

●  Language:  (comment on word choice, use of figurative language, etc.) 

  

      4.    Explain a major conflict the main character faces and how it is resolved. Cite evidence  

             directly from the text as support, and be sure to include page numbers. 

  

            5.   What important themes or lessons do you think the author is trying to convey to the reader? 

            Name and explain them. 

  

                   6.   Did you enjoy reading this book?  Be specific about which aspects of the story or craft you 

                         most enjoyed. 



 

Name____________________________________________________ Due: Thursday, September 6, 2018 

 

Bookmate:  NONFICTION TITLE 
  

Directions: 
       Please complete the following information about the nonfiction book you have read. Be sure to write your 

responses 

       to questions 1-6 in complete sentences organized in paragraphs. Please neatly handwrite or type your response. 

   

 List the following for the nonfiction book you read: 

  

● Title  

● Author  

● Publisher  

● Copyright date  

● Number of pages in book- 

● Price  

● ISBN #  

  

         1.   Summarize the book (Concisely, in no more than a ten-sentence paragraph). Include significant facts or 

 information most relevant and important to the book. 

  

 2.  What new information did you find particularly interesting in this book?   Cite 2-3 specific details with page 

numbers as support. 

  

 3.   How did your thinking about the book’s topic change from before to after you read the book? 

  

 4.   What kinds of graphic and text features does your book offer readers?  (Illustrations, maps, text organizers such 

as a table of contents, etc. ).  Describe them and tell how they assist you in reading the book. 

 

  5.  Choose an important quote from the book; be sure include the page number. Explain why you believe 

 this quote is important or relevant to the book’s topic or relevance.   

  

 6.  Analyze and give an example of the author’s craft. What do you notice is special about the way in which the 

author has written  this book?  Possibilities might include  ( give examples for at LEAST THREE): 

 

● Point of view of author 

● Use of anecdotes (true-life stories relevant to the book topic) 

● Depth and quality of facts and information presented 

● Text structure (how information is organized and presented) 

● Language (word choice, descriptive language, imagery, etc.) 

● Experts cited 

 

  

  

   
 


